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Lake Shore Public Schools Benchmark Assessment Mid-Year Goals required by ECOL Plan

One requirement of the Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan is for each district to set mid-year and end of year

benchmark assessment goals for students in Grade K-8 in reading and math for this school year. The county

collectively decided before these goals could be set that fall 2020 baseline data was needed.  These data sets

were needed to minimally assess the impact that last spring’s COVID-19 school closure had on student

achievement and growth.

The fall 2020 NWEA data analysis conducted at the county level, as well as the national analysis NWEA released

in the “Learning during COVID-19: Initial findings on students’ reading and math achievement and growth”

report, shows student achievement and growth was impacted when schools closed due to COVID-19. The

impact on student achievement in reading was not as severe as math, however it is important to note the

national NWEA study shows a loss of 5-10 percentile for math. In regards to student growth, the NWEA study

answered if students had any learning gains since the school closure. The national NWEA study found in almost

all grades, most students made some learning gains in both reading and math since the COVID-19 pandemic

started. However, gains in math were lower on average in fall 2020 than prior years, resulting in more students

falling behind relative to their prior standing. It is important to note however, the study didn’t share any

findings about the percentage of students meeting their growth projections for fall in comparison to previous

years.

Both analyses are only the beginning of us knowing the impact of schools closing last spring, coupled with the

challenge of school circumstances so far this school year. Students across the county and state have

experienced various schedule models ranging from virtual learning, hybrid, and/or face to face. Also, many

students have experienced a combination of these in the first few months of school. Currently, there is no

research or prediction that can accurately show the impact this will have on student growth and achievement

over the long term.

The initial advice from Macomb ISD was to possibly use growth as a measure for the education goals that are

required for the ECOL plans; however after analyzing the fall 2020 data it is apparent that using growth

projections that were developed under normal testing environments and schooling may not be as reliable. The

normative 2020 student growth predictions that NWEA provided at the student level is typical growth for a

typical year; however this year is not typical, and the county analysis shows declines in the percentage of the

students meeting projected fall-to-fall growth in comparison to previous years.  These declines make it hard to

predict the impact winter and spring will have on student growth, when more students may have had in-person

instruction. Since schools did not take the NWEA test in spring 2020, another potential concern is there will not

be previous fall to spring, nor winter to spring, growth comparisons available.

NWEA also provides a RIT score, a student achievement indicator, for reading and math, which was used in the

published study mentioned above. NWEA provides average Norm RIT scores for each grade level and subject

area. These average RIT scores could be compared overtime to provide a way to monitor student achievement.

After further analysis at the county level, it appears the average RIT scores are more stable across years than

using NWEA growth predictions to monitor student performance.
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*Please Note: Routinely, as part of our MTSS process, we benchmark assess for literacy and math in grades K-8

three times per year. This year, we changed the mid-year testing window so that students were tested by the

mid-year report February 1st, 2021 deadline . However, In the interest of students’ social and emotional needs,

which remains a primary focus for our team during this ongoing pandemic, we elected to not open the NWEA

testing window the first week after the return from Christmas break. This resulted in assessments being

complete by the deadline, but not time to extract the data into the MISD data management platform and

complete a data analysis. The final mid-year report was calculated, reflected in the mid-year narrative below,

completed, and posted by March 1st, 2021.

Additionally, as a Professional Learning Communities district, Lake Shore has an MTSS in place that ensures

student data is routinely analyzed from formative, classroom, program and course assessments. Plans for

individual, and groupings, of students result from this ongoing data analysis, with placement in Tier 1, Tier 2,

and Tier 3 assessments with progress monitoring. At the beginning of the year, students who had received

tiered intervention were connected to Interventionists and paraprofessionals to ensure connection to Tier 1

classroom instruction. Fall assessments were used to determine placements for all students as to the

appropriate tiered intervention. The system does not rely upon a mid-year benchmark assessment to begin to

respond to student learning needs, although Winter testing is part of the MTSS triangulated evaluation of

student need for intervention.

End of year, or spring, test window was closed on Friday, June 4th. Growth for end of year was calculated based

upon results of students who tested in the Fall and Spring test windows in order to get a true assessment of

cohort growth.
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Goals:

Goal 1:  During the 2020-21 school year, the district will show growth in reading achievement throughout the

global pandemic for students in Grade K – 8 as measured on NWEA Map Growth in the aggregate and for all

student groups who have at a minimum of 30 students.

Goal 2:  During the 2020-21 school year, the district will show growth in mathematics achievement throughout

the global pandemic for students in Grade K – 8 as measured on NWEA Map Growth in the aggregate and for

all student groups who have at a minimum of 30 students.

Mid-Year Narratives The district maintained or improved their RIT scores overtime either by comparing fall

2020 to winter 2021.

Goal 1: As a district, there was a 1% growth in NWEA RIT Score for reading. One sub-group, AFrican American

students, maintained their RIT score, but did not demonstrate growth.

Goal 2: As a district, there was a 1.5 growth in NWEA RIT Score for math. Two subgroups did not demonstrate

growth. Hispanic students maintained their RIT score from Fall - Winter; Economically disadvantaged students

demonstrated a 1.49% decrease from Fall - Winter.

End-of-year Narratives The district maintained or improved RIT scores over time by comparing Fall 2020 to

Spring 2021.

Goal 1: As a district, there was a 1.8% increase in NWEA RIT score for reading. All sub groups maintained or

increased their RIT score.

Goal 2: As a district there was a 5.9% growth increase in NWEA RIT score for math. All sub groups maintained

or increased their RIT score.

Focused Extended Learning Opportunities:

District administration and teacher leaders have developed programs to specifically address learning loss.

Programs begin March 2021, with the intention to allow secondary students to recover credit during the school

year, and K-8 students to have extended opportunities to connect in person, with an emphasis on

Social/Emotional Wellness.

● Families were surveyed to provide feedback on the areas of concern. This resulted in the emphasis on

social/emotional wellness.

● Building and grade level administrators identified students needing additional support.

North Lake High School: Alternative testing for credit, extended hours tutoring support (in person and virtual)
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Lake Shore High School: TOP (Test Out Program)-Teacher support (planning, tutoring, and alternative

assessment creation) credit through testing (March - May 2021)

Kennedy Middle School: PBL Extended Learning - Core Content Area projects to demonstrate mastery of core

content ( 2 sessions - March - May 2021)

Elementary Extended Learning Programs: Camp programs designed to address social emotional wellness, with

embedded literacy and numeracy (2 sessions - March - May 2021).

Future Intervention:

In addition to the MTSS process already in place, the district will partner with MISD in Summer camps to

address literacy, numeracy, learning loss and extended time. Embedded in each program is a social/emotional

wellness emphasis to address the needs of the whole child.

Summer learning opportunities:

The district, in partnership with School Age Child Care and Macomb ISD, will provide several learning and

enrichment opportunities including:

● Day camp with themed programs.

● Literacy and math focused academic camps

● Transition camps for At Risk incoming 6th and 9th grade students

● Enrichment activities - including district drama camps with performances, gaming clubs, cooking

classes, and athletic camps.

All students were provided with Summer Activity bags to support family and school partnership in learning. The

bags included STEAM, music, mindfulness, reading and art activities.
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